
How to Fund Your 
Graduate Education

Jane Sin, Senior Fellowships Officer
Ross Fenimore, PhD, Senior Fellowships Officer

Fellowships and Financial Services



McNair August 1, 2025 2

Overview
• Types of funding

• Need-based funding

• Employment at UCLA

• Merit-based funding

• Extramural

• Internal

• Application process

• Award databases

• Undocumented funding

• Key takeaways
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Need-Based 
Funding

Employment at 
UCLA

Merit-Based Competitive Funding:

Internal and Extramural

Types of Graduate Funding

1 2

3
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Need-Based Support
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• Funding amount is calculated on student’s need and cost of 
education. 

• Federal funding is available for U.S. citizens and permanent 
residents and takes two forms: 

1) Student Loans 

2) Work Study 

• Other sources of funding (private scholarships, private loans) 
may also be available. 

1

FAFSA (apply early)
Financial Aid and Scholarships at UCLA

https://financialaid.ucla.edu/
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Employment at UCLA
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2

• TAs

• Readers
• Tutors

Academic Student 

Employee (ASE)
Graduate Student 

Researcher (GSR)

Graduate 

Student 
Researchers

Fee remission benefits to cover 

tuition and fees (if eligible) 

Academic Apprentice Personnel
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Merit-Based Support
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• Funding awarded on the basis of research and demonstrated 
academic potential. 

• Competitive. Not awarded based on financial need.

• Funding available internally and through extramural awards

3

Extramural Internal

3a 3b



McNair August 1, 2025 7

The Search for Merit-based Support

• As you are researching graduate 

programs, consider if and how the 

program funds students.

• You will also want to research potential 

funding opportunities alongside your 

search for the right program.
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Award 
Research

Draft the 
proposal

NetworkApply

Evaluate 
the 

decision

Think one year

in advance!

The Award Lifecycle
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• Know their mission and what projects interest 
them.

• What research are they funding?

What is the 
award’s mission?

• Masters vs. PhD? Stage in the Program?

• What do you need to show to be eligible for the 
award? 

Eligibility

• Is there an institutional nomination process?

• Remember to pitch research to award reviewers 
so they can understand your significance.

Review Process
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Doctoral 
Studies 
(coursework; 
MA/MS along 
the way)

“doctoral 
study”

Dissertation 
Proposal 
Defended

-Advanced to 
Candidacy

-Extended 
Research

-Travel & 
Writing

Dissertation 
Write-up Year 
(the ONE 
YEAR clock 
starts)

Award Eligibility Phases

Master’s 

degree

(terminal 

program) 

“graduate 

study”
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Where you CAN go

Letter of Recommendation (2-3) Supplemental Materials (?)

What you HAVE done

Transcripts (official or unofficial) Curriculum Vitae

What you WILL do

Statement of Purpose Research Proposal

Parts of the Application
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Awards Tied to Graduate Admissions

• When you apply for admission, be certain to select any 
awards listed in the application that you may qualify for

• Some award consideration may be automatic

• Funding decisions may come from both the home academic 
department and the graduate school central office via a  
funding offer letter.

Graduate Admission Application

Department level review/decision 
(admission, funding)

Graduate school level review/decision 
(admission, funding)
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Translating an Admission Funding Offer Letter

• Take your time and read any funding offer letter carefully.

• Key questions: 

a) What is the typical funding for a graduate student? 

b) What is the nature of the funding (employment, financial support 
award)? 

c) What is the duration/timing of the funding? 

d) What happens if you are awarded extramural funding that you can 
bring to an institution? ASK BEFORE YOU SIGN!

• In the end, think about where you feel you would be successful as you 
come to a decision.   
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Don’t Stop at Admissions Funding!

• Remember, you want to search for 

possible extramural funding you can 

bring to an institution.

• Once you have enrolled, most 

institutions will also have competitive 

internal funding opportunities. Pay 

attention and apply!
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Extramural Fellowships
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• Nation-wide competitions, not tied to specific universities. 

• Offered by external institutions (Private Foundations, Research 
Centers, Government Institutions, etc.)

• Range in duration short periods (summer or academic year) to 
multiple year awards.

• Wide variety – so research
and apply to anything and 
everything! 

3a
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Private Organization

Demographic-based

Federal*

Field-based

Multi-Year
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Databases

Professional 

Organizations / 

Societies

Department & 

Institutional Funding

International 

Student Funding

UCLA GRAPES

UCLA FAS Awards
SPIN Grants.gov

Social Science 

Research Council

Dance Studies 

Association

University of 

California Office 

of the President

Your department 

website

Institute of 

International 

Education

International 

Education 

Financial Aid

American 

Association of 

University Women

https://grad.ucla.edu/funding/#/
https://ucla.academicworks.com/
https://spin.infoedglobal.com/Authorize/Login
https://grants.gov/
https://www.ssrc.org/how-we-work/fellowships/
https://www.ssrc.org/how-we-work/fellowships/
https://www.dancestudiesassociation.org/resources
https://www.dancestudiesassociation.org/resources
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.ucop.edu/graduate-studies/_files/whats-next.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.ucop.edu/graduate-studies/_files/whats-next.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.ucop.edu/graduate-studies/_files/whats-next.pdf
https://www.iie.org/
https://www.iie.org/
https://www.iie.org/
https://www.iefa.org/
https://www.iefa.org/
https://www.iefa.org/
https://www.aauw.org/resources/programs/fellowships-grants/
https://www.aauw.org/resources/programs/fellowships-grants/
https://www.aauw.org/resources/programs/fellowships-grants/
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Award Databases

• Search for funding!

• Set search criteria

• Take note of important 

deadlines

• Look one year in advance

• Keep track with a master list
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UCLA GRAPES Database

Check Citizenship
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Click on SAVE TIME

Login

UCLA GRAPES Database: Smart Recs
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SPIN Database

https://spin.infoedglobal.com/Authorize/Login
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https://spin.infoedglobal.com/Authorize/Login

SPIN Database
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UCLA DGE Awards
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• UCLA Division of Graduate Education (DGE) offers merit-based awards 
to graduate students. 

• This presentation covers awards specific to UCLA DGE – there are 
additional opportunities on campus at UCLA. 

• Variety of eligibility requirements, award amounts, etc.

• Refer to Graduate Student Financial Support
booklet for more information.  

3b

Entering 

Student Awards

Continuing 

Student Awards

chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/grad.ucla.edu/asis/stusup/gradsupport.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/grad.ucla.edu/asis/stusup/gradsupport.pdf
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Graduate Opportunity Program

For entering students pursuing terminal or 
professional master’s degrees or the JD

Eugene V. Cota-Robles

For entering doctoral students

UCLA Entering Student Awards: 
Award Opportunities focused on
Inclusivity.
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Graduate Opportunity Program (GOP)

• This first-year funding package includes: 

• $25,000 in financial support and/or salary,

• Tuition/fees (in-state)

• Non-resident supplemental tuition (if applicable). 

• Second quarter of funding is provided by the home academic department 

via award, teaching assistant, or graduate student researcher position

• Eligibility: US Citizens, permanent residents, or undocumented students who 

qualify for nonresident supplemental tuition exemptions under AB 540.

• Decisions are made on a rolling basis. Students should focus on their personal 

statement in the application.

https://grad.ucla.edu/funding/financial-aid/funding-for-entering-students/graduate-opportunity-fellowship-program-gofp/
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Eugene V. Cota-Robles Award

• Eligibility: US Citizens, permanent residents, or undocumented students who qualify 

for nonresident supplemental tuition exemptions under AB 540.

• This four-year award package includes:

• $30,000 in financial support and/or salary per year in funding

• In-state tuition and fees,

• Health insurance, and

• Non-resident supplemental tuition (NRST) for the first year (if applicable).

• Decisions are made on a rolling basis. Students should focus on their personal 

statement in the application.

https://grad.ucla.edu/funding/financial-aid/funding-for-entering-students/eugene-v-cota-robles-fellowship/
https://grad.ucla.edu/funding/financial-aid/funding-for-entering-students/eugene-v-cota-robles-fellowship/
https://grad.ucla.edu/funding/financial-aid/funding-for-entering-students/eugene-v-cota-robles-fellowship/
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Continuing Doctoral Student Awards at UCLA

• Graduate Summer Research Mentorship award ($6,000): Summer 

research support with the goal of producing a paper to present at an 

academic conference or for publication with a faculty mentor. 

• Graduate Research Mentorship Award ($30,000 + tuition/fees): Year-

long research with the goal of working with a faculty mentor on a project. 

• Dissertation Year Award ($30,000 + tuition/fees): Support while 

completing dissertation research and writing. Designed for the final year 

of the program. 
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Continuing Doctoral Student Awards at UCLA

• Privately Endowed Awards (various amounts): Awards from 

private funding based on specific research interests and 

student backgrounds. Explore details in the Graduate 

Student Financial Support booklet. 

• Undocumented Graduate Student Award (various 

amounts): Merit-based award for undocumented students. 

Preference is given to students who are eligible for the AB 

540 exemption. 

Please refer to the Graduate Student Financial Support (ucla.edu) for more information.

https://grad.ucla.edu/asis/stusup/gradsupport.pdf
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Doctoral Travel Grant (DTG)

Each UCLA doctoral student is provided up to $1,000 total 
reimbursement that can be used, in whole or in part, at any time 
through the student's 7th year in the doctoral program, as long as 
the student and the activities meet the eligibility requirements.

Award encourages doctoral students to present their work and 
network at conferences in their fields. Award also supports travel 
associated with off-campus research and enables students to 
take advantage of off-campus professional development 
opportunities.
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AB540 and DACA Funding Eligibility
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Take the time to look for funding opportunities – bit of 
research goes a long way!

Apply for anything and everything you are eligible for and 
keep notes about awards at different stages of your 
program.

Seek feedback on your application materials. 

Review instructions closely and triple check your work. 

Apply 1 year in advance.

KEY TAKEAWAYS
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Thank you and good luck!

32

1228 Murphy Hall / askgrad@grad.ucla.edu 

For more information, please visit: https://grad.ucla.edu/funding/#/ 
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